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Introduction
Welcome to the next stage of your academic journey – selecting subjects for 6th form.

The aim of this booklet is to give you a brief synopsis and general overview of the subjects offered at Qatar
International School for Years 12 and 13. It aims to highlight minimum entry requirements, potential careers in
these subject areas and associated information and links to help you make this very important decision.

6th form comprises two years; Year 12 and Year 13. Students may leave school after Year 12 and proceed to
University using one of the pathways shown on page 4. Students may also however, choose to remain on for a
final Year – Year 13 whereby their grades in both Year 12 and Year 13 are combined to give students a final Key
Stage 5 grade for entry to Third Level Education.

Traditionally, students may sit a minimum of 3 and maximum of 4 AS subjects. In exceptional circumstances, (and
upon consultation with the head of 6th Form), students may choose to study an additional 5th AS subject, however
proven academic record will apply for this.

Entry to Year 12 is based on students achieving at least a 4/5 (see page 5) in five of their IGCSE subjects.

English as a Second Language can be used to meet the overall 6th form entry requirements, however, cannot be
used should students wish to study English 1st Language, General Paper or Psychology. Students wishing to study
any of these subjects must achieve 5 or above in English 1st Language in order to be considered for entry to these
examinations.

Students who fail to achieve a 5 or above in 3 or more subjects may need to resit examinations in these subjects
October/November 2020 and may not be eligible for entry to their subjects of choice until this occurs.

When selecting subjects for Year 12 & 13, students may only select subjects in which they are predicted 5 or
above. If a student is only predicted a 5 in 3 subjects, they may only pick these subjects for Year 12.

For any further enquiries, please contact
Internal Applicants: Miss Dimple Patel (pateld@qis.org)
External Applicants: info@qis.org
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AS and A Levels Explained
Students in sixth form will enter a programme of AS (Advanced Subsidiary) Levels and A
(Advanced Levels). These are the traditional programmes of study, offered by British
International Schools worldwide.

AS Examinations are usually sat in Year 12, with students having the option to continue their
studies in these subject areas in Year 13 (A-Level).

AS Examinations are a one-year programme of study, most often assessed at the end of Year
12 in the format of a written assessment. Exceptions to this will include subjects like Design
technology and Art, whereby a practical element is also assessed. Students may leave school
after Year 12, however this is dependent on a variety of factors including chosen university
requirements, and personal preference.

A Level is a two-year programme of study, whereby students sit four examinations at the end
of Year 12 and specialise in three of these for their A-Level studies. Final A-Level grades are
comprised of the examination grade from AS, in combination with the examination grade in
A-Level to give an overall A-Level grade in each subject.

Qatar International School is an accredited centre of excellence for the examination boards of
‘Edexcel’ and ‘Cambridge International Examinations’ (CIE). AS and A Levels tend to be highly
valued by both Universities and employers worldwide.

AS and A Level subjects are graded A – E in AS, and A* - E in A-Level.
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AS and A-Level Pathways
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AS Subject Options – Academic Year 2022 - 2023
Subject

Minimum IGCSE Requirements

Arabic

4 or C

Art

4 or C

Biology

5 or C

Business

5 or C

Chemistry

5 or C

Computer Science

5 or C

Design Technology*

5 or C

Economics

5 or C

English Literature

5 or C in English Lang and English
Lit.

French

5 or C

Geography

5 or C

Global Perspectives

4 or C

History

5 or C

ICT

5 or C

Mathematics

5 or C

**Further Mathematics

8 or A*

Psychology

6 or C

Physics

5 or C for Physics and Mathematics

Notes
*These subjects will be offered on the basis of a minimum number of applicants.
** This course is entry dependent on minimum grade at further pure mathematics.
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Guidance in Choosing AS-Level Subjects
Choosing AS subjects is often one of the biggest decisions a student will make in their second
level education lives. At this point students often fall in to three categories;
1. Students who know what University and/or programme of study they will complete at
third level and are confident they will get the minimum entry requirements for these
courses based on current attainment grades;
2. Students who know what University and/or programme of study they will complete at
third level and but are unlikely to get the minimum entry requirements for these
courses based on current attainment grades and will therefore need to look for other
alternatives;
3. Students who do not know which career they wish to pursue in third level education.
Students falling into category one; who have a clear idea of the third level education
direction they wish to pursue;
●
Ensure that courses are well researched and that you select the subjects in AS that
are appropriate.
●
Websites
like
www.unifrog.org,
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/ are all very helpful .

www.ucas.com

and

●
Please do ensure however that you keep your options open. Often students do
change their minds after IGCSE examinations.

Students who fall into either categories two or three should consider the following;
● Research potential careers on either https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/ Or
www.unifrog.org.
● Speak with teachers, friends, tutor, Head of Year, parents and school guidance
counsellor for advice.
● Consider subjects that you have an interest in and that you are likely to get good
grades.
● Choose subjects that can be accepted in a wide variety of courses such as Geography
or History, Business Studies, a science subject, Mathematics and English.
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Careers and their Subject
Requirements
Please Note: This is a general guideline only! When deciding career paths and subject choices for Year 12 and 13,
students must ensure they have investigated their chosen paths thoroughly.

University Course

Essential Subjects

Useful Subjects

Accountancy/Banking/
Finance

Usually none, although
some universities require
Mathematics

Mathematics, Economics

Aeronautical Engineering

Mathematics and usually
Physics

Further Mathematics, DT,
Computer Science

Archaeology

None

Geography, History or a
science

Architecture

Art sometimes required

Art, Mathematics, DT,
Physics

Art and Design

Art

Design Technology

Biochemistry

Always Chemistry and
some require Biology as
well; some say Chemistry
plus one from
Mathematics, Physics,
Biology. Doing Biology,
Chemistry and
Mathematics of Physics
will keep all courses open
to you

Biology, Mathematics,
Further Mathematics,
Physics, Computer
Science

Biology

Biology, usually
Chemistry. Some will
specify two sciences

Physics, Further
Mathematics,

Biomedical Sciences

Normally two from
Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics and Physics.
Chemistry is essential for
some courses.

Mathematics, Further
Mathematics, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics
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University Course

Essential Subjects

Useful Subjects

Engineering (General)

Mathematics and Physics

Further Mathematics, DT,
Computer Science

English

English Literature

History, Modern Language

Environmental Studies

Many courses will ask for
two from Biology,
Chemistry, Mathematics,
Physics and Geography

Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Physics,
History and Geography

Geography

Geography usually
required

Some prefer one from
Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics or Physics

History

History usually required

Economics, English Literature,
Politics, a modern or classical
language

Languages

French/Spanish/German/
Arabic/ Latin are required
for the relevant degree;
some languages are
taught ab initio but a
language to A Level is
required

English Literature, History,
Politics

Law

Usually none, although
some require English

History, Economics, English
Literature

Material Sciences

Normally two from
Chemistry, Mathematics,
Physics, Biology (also DT
for some universities)

Chemistry, DT, Further
Mathematics, Computer
Science

Mathematics

Mathematics and
sometimes Further
Mathematics

Further Mathematics, Physics,
Computer Science

Mechanical Engineering

Mathematics and usually
Physics

Further Mathematics, DT,
Computer Science
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University Course

Essential Subjects

Useful Subjects

Media Studies

A few courses ask for
English

English, Psychology

Medicine

If you do Chemistry,
Biology and one from
Mathematics or Physics
you should keep all the
medical schools open to
you

Further Mathematics or a
contrasting (non-science)
subject, sometimes a
language is specified,
Computer Science

Nursing and Midwifery

Usually Biology or
another science

Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Physics,
Psychology

Occupational Therapy

Usually Biology or
another science

Psychology, PE or another
science

Optometry

Two from Biology,
Chemistry, Mathematics
and Physics (some
courses prefer Biology as
one of their choices)

Further Mathematics,
Computer Science

Pharmacy

Chemistry and one from
Biology, Mathematics and
Physics

Mathematics, Physics,
Computer Science

Physics

Mathematics, Physics

Further Mathematics,
Chemistry, Computer
Science

Physiotherapy

Biology, but some require
a second science from
Chemistry, Mathematics
or Physics

Chemistry, Mathematics,
Physics, Psychology

Politics

Usually economics,
history and English
Literature

English literature, History
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University Course

Essential Subjects

Useful Subjects

Psychology

English and one from
Biology, Chemistry,
Physics or Mathematics

Biology, Mathematics,
Computer Science,
Psychology

Sports Science

One from Biology,
Chemistry, Physics,
Mathematics; some will
see PE as a science
equivalent

PE, Psychology

Veterinary Medicine

Chemistry and Biology
and one from
Mathematics and Physics

Further Mathematics
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Arabic
Course Code: Pearson International Examinations Edexcel AS Code (WAA01) and A level
Code(WAA02).
When studying Arabic you will:
● Enhance your linguistic skills and promote and develop your capacity for critical
thinking on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of the language, culture
and society of the Arabic-speaking world.
● Develop knowledge about matters central to the society and culture, past and present,
of the Arabic-speaking world.
● Develop their ability to understand language in spoken and written form and to
interact effectively with users of Arabic in writing.
● Develop language skills and strategies, including comprehension strategies such as
using contextual clues and cues and communication strategies to build fluency and
confidence in writing.

Assessment Overview
The Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary in Arabic and the Pearson Edexcel
International Advanced Level in Arabic are part of a suite of International Advanced Level
qualifications offered by Pearson.
IAS Section A: “Students will need to understand, retrieve and convey information from a
short series of different Arabic Language texts.” (Specification, p.6). IA2 Section A: “Students
will be expected to undertake a short translation from English into Arabic. They will be
assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from an English-language passage into Arabic.”
(Specification, p.12).

Useful Websites:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/ar
abic/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/IAL-Arabic-Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/ar
abic/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/IAL-Arabic-SAMs.pdf
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Art & Design
Course Code: Cambridge Intern. Examinations Art and Design (9479)
When studying Art you will:
● Develop an inquisitive, creative approach to research and problem-solving.
● Develop the ability to record from first-hand observation, personal experience and other
sources.
● Effectively communicate their personal response by improving technical skills in a range
of processes and media.
● Develop independent expression by analysing, evaluating and applying concepts and
techniques.
● Articulate ideas and responses to their work and the work of others using a relevant
vocabulary.
● Develop a clear contextual framework that aids critical reflection of your work.
● Develop a critical understanding of important concepts and formal elements of art and
design.
● Develop the skills needed to study art and design at higher education.

Assessment Overview

Why study Art
It provides opportunities for learners to develop their personal practice, enrich their
understanding of key concepts and improve their practical skills in a wide range of traditional
and contemporary techniques. It allows learners to explore and build on their interests. The
syllabus encourages independent expression and the development of a critical, reflective
practice.

Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-art-and-design-9479
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Biology
Course Code: Edexcel IAS in Biology (XBI11)
When studying Biology you will:
● Delve into the chemistry of life studying the biological molecules that make up all living
things.
● Investigate DNA and genetics where you will learn how genes differentiate and allow for
our physical differences.
● Learn the ultrastructure of both plant and animal cells and gain a deeper understanding
of how ‘the cell’ works.
● Study what we are doing to preserve and increase the World’s biodiversity.
Assessment Overview
Please be advised that all students are expected to sit the Unit 1 external examination in
January and only in extenuating circumstances can this be reviewed.
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Why study Biology:
Studying biology at IAS will provide you with the opportunity to study such subjects as:
Forensics, Medicine, Biochemistry, Ecology and Conservation and many more at University. It
is also a good subject to study alongside Psychology as it will provide you with a bigger picture
of the human body.
Textbooks:
Edexcel International AS/A Level Biology, Student Book 1. ISBN9781292244846
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BTEC Level 3: Information Technology
We are pleased to now offer new qualifications as of September 2021. The Pearson BTEC Level
3 Qualifications in Information Technology is the equivalent to 1 AS qualification. These
qualifications are recognised internationally by governments, industry and higher education.
Pearson has developed the content for the BTEC Level 3 qualifications in collaboration with
employers and representatives from higher education, and relevant professional bodies. In
this way, they have ensured that content is up to date and that it includes the knowledge,
understanding, skills and personal attributes required in the sector.

The mandatory unit for this qualification is Unit 1: Information Technology Systems- Strategy,
Management and Infrastructure.
There is no external assessment for this qualification, similarly to the BTEC Level 2 students
are assessed by completing Assignment Briefs.
It is a prerequisite that students have successfully completed the BTEC Level 2 qualification in
Information Technology to enrol in this course.
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BTEC International Level 3: Business
We are pleased to be offering 2 new qualifications starting September 2021. The Pearson
BTEC Level 3 Qualifications in Business is the equivalent to 1 AS qualification. These
qualifications are recognised internationally by governments, industry and higher education.
Pearson has developed the content for the BTEC Level 3 qualifications in collaboration with
employers and representatives from higher education, and relevant professional bodies. In
this way, they have ensured that content is up to date and that it includes the knowledge,
understanding, skills and personal attributes required in the sector.

The mandatory units are Unit 1: Exploring Business and Unit 2: Research and Plan a Marketing
Campaign.
There is no external assessment for this qualification, similarly to the BTEC Level 2 students are
assessed by completing Assignment Briefs. Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction
(D), Merit (M), Pass (P).
This qualification gives learners experience of the breadth and depth of the sector that will
prepare them for further study or training. This includes the opportunity for learners to choose
topics reflecting the progression pathways in business.
This learning programme covers the following content areas:
• business environments
• marketing
This qualification provides transferable knowledge and skills that prepare learners for progression
to university. The transferable skills that universities value include: the ability to learn
independently; the ability to research actively and methodically and the ability to give
presentations and be active group members.
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Business
Course Code: CIE AS & A Level Business (9609)
When studying Business you will:
● Analyse characteristics of business organisations and how they respond to changing
demands of their environments.
● Gain an understanding of how effective managers and leaders develop successful
organisations in terms of customer focus and the products/services they offer.
● Reflect on how successful business organisations engage in financial and accounting
practices to maximise value for stakeholders value.
● Development of knowledge that relates to strategic planning and decision-making to
ensure business survival, change, and sustainable success.
●
Assessment Overview

Why study Business:
Business is often referred to as a ‘universal subject’ in that many courses in Universities accept
it as a subject for entry. Irrespective of the career choice that you make, any career you
choose will all be run as a Business in either the public or private sectors. Gaining a thorough
understanding of how this works, will undoubtedly help you in your chosen career path in the
future.
Textbooks:
Cambridge International Examinations AS and A Level Business Coursework
ISN 978-1-107-67736-4
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-business-9609/
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Chemistry
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel (YCH11)
When studying Chemistry you will:
● collate and analyse data
● write up scientific reports
● use logical thought processes
● apply knowledge to solve problems
● conduct experiments and observations as well as gain scientific knowledge of the
subject.
Chemistry itself is the science of matter at the very basic level of molecules and atoms.
Chemists study what substances are made of, how they interact and their role in living things.
It is one of a group of chemical sciences which includes:
● Biological sciences, such as biochemistry, molecular biology and pharmacology.
● Materials chemistry, an interdisciplinary field looking at the chemical structure of
materials and how they react with their environment.
● Environmental chemistry, understanding environmental interactions such as climate
change, pollution or waste management on a molecular level.

In chemistry we aim to encourage students to learn how knowledge and understanding is
rooted in evidence whilst discovering how scientific ideas contribute to change which can
affect all areas of society today. Students learn how chemistry affects industry, technology,
business, medicine and general quality of life. They trace the development of science
worldwide and recognise its cultural significance and applications, contributing towards their
awareness of being a valued global citizen.
Assessment Overview:
Please be advised that all students are expected to sit the Unit 1 external examination in
January and only in extenuating circumstances can this be reviewed.
A-Level Chemistry is a 2 year course made up of AS Chemistry (Year 1) and A2 Chemistry (year
2). Both AS and A2 each make up 50% of the total A-Level grade. Many students only require
AS-Chemistry to move onto their desired university programmes and so leave us after 1 year
of study.

19

AS Level (50% of Total A Level)
Unit 1

40% of AS

90 min. exam sat in January

Unit 2

40% of AS

90 min. exam sat in June

Unit 3

20% of AS

80 min. exam sat in June

A2 Level (50% of Total A Level)
Unit 4

40% of A2

105 min. exam sat in January

Unit 5

40% of A2

105 min. exam sat in June

Unit 6

20% of A2

80 min. exam sat in June

Why study Chemistry? If you want a career in chemistry, they will have to study it at some
level. It’s a complicated subject, which requires a large body of knowledge. If, for example,
your child wants to study chemistry at university, they will need chemistry A-level (or
equivalent) and for that they will need to study chemistry at GCSE (or equivalent), either alone
or part of science. It’s not a subject they can pick up in the first year of a degree course. If your
child studies chemistry and then decides on a career in another field, they will still benefit from
their chemistry studies.
Textbooks: Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level Chemistry Student Book 1.
ISBN 1292244860

Useful Website: Specification
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Computer Science
Course Code: Cambridge Int. Examinations AS & A Level Computer Science (9618)
Entry requirements:
Please note, you must have taken Computer Science at IGCSE level to be able to
continue to advanced level, in Year 12.
Students are not permitted to take both Computer Science and IT.
When studying Computer Science you will:
● Gain a general understanding and perspective of the development of computer
technology and systems, which will inform your decisions and support your
participation in an increasingly technologically dependent society.
● Gain the necessary skills and knowledge to seek employment in areas that use
computer science.
● Develop your knowledge and understanding of computer science through entry to
higher education, where this qualification will provide a useful foundation for further
study of computer science or more specialist aspects of computer science.
Assessment Overview
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Computer Science
Textbooks:
Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science Coursebook (2019), ISBN-10 :
1510457593
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-computer-science-9608/
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
THERE ARE 2 OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM WITHIN DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:
1.
Creative Design – International AS & A-level - An Art & Design course.
NOTE: You CANNOT choose this option if you are doing AS or A-level Art.
(CIE – Course code: 9479)
2.
Product Design – International AS & A-level - A Design Technology course.
NOTE: You CAN choose this option if you are doing AS or A-level Art.
(CIE – Course code: 9705)
*Please note courses are subject to a minimum class size.
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DT - Creative Design
CREATIVE DESIGN - International AS & A-level - An Art & Design course.
NOTE: You CANNOT choose this option if you are doing AS or A-level Art.
Course Code: Cambridge (CIE) – Course code: 9479
Studying this course within the field of Design Technology enables students to focus on their
creative skills and thinking. Although the course is titled Art & Design the focus areas for the
DT run course will be: Three-dimensional design and Fashion & Textiles.
This course provides opportunities for students to develop their personal practice, enrich their
understanding of key concepts and improve their practical skills in a wide range of traditional
and contemporary techniques. It allows students to explore and build on their interests. The
syllabus encourages independent expression and the development of a critical, reflective
practice. It is designed to accommodate a wide range of abilities, materials and resources, and
allows the different skills of teachers to be fully exploited.
The course encourages learners to be:
● confident, experimenting with media and materials in two- and three-dimensional
processes, taking risks and improving technical skills to develop a personal artistic
style
● responsible, taking charge of their own development as practitioners, with an
independent approach to the creative process
● reflective, recording ideas and critically evaluating their work as they continually
review, refine and adapt
● innovative, combining approaches and techniques and developing the skills to solve
problems creatively
● engaged, enriching their work by exploring different artists, movements and concepts

Students will be required to specialise in one of the following areas:
●
Three-dimensional design: Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the
following: • product design • interior and exterior architecture • interior design • set design.
●
Textiles and fashion: Candidates may focus on one or combine several of the
following: • fashion design and/or illustration • costume design • constructed textiles • screen
printing • batik digital-printed textiles • surface pattern.

Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-art-and-design-9479/
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CREATIVE DESIGN: AS Assessment Overview

CREATIVE DESIGN: A-Level Assessment Overview
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DT - Product Design
PRODUCT DESIGN - International AS & A-level - A Design Technology course.
NOTE: You CAN choose this option if you are doing AS or A-level Art.
Course Code: Cambridge (CIE) – Course code: 9705
This syllabus encourages learners to be innovative and creative and to develop their ability to
design high quality products. Through their studies, they will develop an awareness of the
significance of design and technology on society, while also learning more about production
processes and industrial practices.
Students will be encouraged to use ICT to build their design and technological abilities, and
develop critical evaluation skills which they can employ in a variety of technical, aesthetic,
economic, environmental, social and cultural contexts. As a result, learners will also become
discerning consumers of design and technology, able to make informed choices.
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the practical skills, theoretical
knowledge and confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially those in the creative
industries. They will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic
influences on design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning into
practice by producing prototypes of their choice. Students will gain a real understanding of
what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher education
and employers.
This qualification places emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design processes.
Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve
real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.
This course is particularly suitable for those interested in pursuing a career in Architecture,
Industrial Design, Graphics design, Engineering or similar career paths. As this course covers a
wide range of theory topics students will develop a good understanding and a sound
knowledge of topics relevant to the world of design today, the knowledge will be invaluable as
they move on to university to study a design related course.
Students also undertake a large coursework project, working to a real life design brief of their
own choosing.

Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-design-and-technology-9705/
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PRODUCT DESIGN: AS Assessment

PRODUCT DESIGN: A-Level Assessment

*Please note courses are subject to a minimum class size.
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Economics
Course Code: CIE AS & A Level Economics (9708)
When studying Economics you will:

● Gain an understanding of the factual knowledge of economics.
● Demonstrate a facility for self-expression, not only in writing but also in using additional aids,
such as statistics and diagrams, where appropriate.
● Gain the skills for reading critically to gain information about the changing economy we live
in.
● Appreciate the methods of study used by the economist, and learn the most effective ways
economic data may be analysed, correlated, discussed and presented.
Assessment Overview

Why study Economics:
Students who choose to study economics not only gain the skills needed to understand complex
markets but also acquire strong analytical and problem-solving skills necessary to succeed in the
professional world.
Textbooks:
Cambridge International Examinations Economics Coursebook, Third Edition, ISBN9781107679511
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridgeinternational-as-and-a-level-economics-9708/
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English Language
Course Code: Cambridge International AS & A Level (9093)
When studying English Language you will:
●
●
●
●

Gain a critical and informed response to texts in a range of forms, styles, contexts and audiences.
Develop the interdependent skills of reading, analysis and research.
Develop effective, creative, accurate and appropriate communication.
Gain a firm foundation for further study of language and linguistics.

Assessment Overview

*Please note: This is the assessment for AS English Language. For assessment information for A-Level, please contact the Head of the English
Department.

Why study English Language:
English Language delves into the function, purpose and stylistic nuances of linguistics. The course
will provide students with the opportunity to examine and analyze language as well as emulating
texts in a variety of written forms. For students who wish to study Journalism, Advertising and PR,
Management, Psychology or Social work, this course would be ideal as it develops key skills to thrive
in these fields.
Textbooks:
Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, Mike Gould and Marilyn Rankin ISBN:
978-1-107-66227-8
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internationalas-and-a-level-english-language-9093/
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English Literature
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel (9ET0)
When studying English Literature you will:
●
●
●
●

Read widely and independently, both set texts and others that you have selected for
yourself.
Engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of responding to
them.
Develop and effectively apply your knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation.
Undertake independent and sustained studies to deepen your appreciation and
understanding of English literature, including its changing traditions.

Assessment Overview

Why study English Literature:
Understanding literature means understanding the world and the society we live in. Studying English
literature opens up a world of inspiration and creativity, whilst also developing skills that are essential for
today's global environment. It is a chance to discover how literature makes sense of the world through
stories, poems, novels and plays. It is also a chance to sharpen your own ability to write, read, analyse and
persuade. Literature is a globally prestigious qualification which is useful and applicable to all fields of study,
be it Law, Social Sciences or other analytical subjects.
Textbooks:
Suggested reading list and list of novels/texts studied will be provided by the class teacher.
Useful Website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html
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English General Paper
Course Code: Cambridge International AS only (8021)
When studying English General Paper you will:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Develop understanding and use of English language in the context of contemporary topics.
Encourage and appraise a broad range of topics.
Develop a wider awareness and knowledge of contemporary issues through reading.
Develop independent reasoning skills.
Develop the skills of interpretation, analysis, evaluation and persuasion.
Develop skills in writing structured and developed arguments, and present reasoned
explanations.
● Develop the ability to present a point of view clearly, and consider and reflect upon those of
others.

Assessment Overview

Why study English Literature:
The Cambridge International AS Level English General Paper encourages learners to engage with a
variety of topics, including knowledge and understanding gained from study of other subjects. They
learn to become confident in analysing knowledge and opinion from a variety of sources, to build
arguments and to communicate through written English. The Cambridge International AS Level English
General Paper enables learners to develop these skills which are of great use for further study and
employment.
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-asand-a-level-general-paper-as-level-only-8021/
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French
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel XFR01:
When studying French you will:
●
●
●

●
●
●

Develop an understanding of a wide variety of complex texts for different purposes.
Have an understanding of standard spoken language, whether live or broadcast, on both unfamiliar
and familiar topics normally encountered in personal, social, academic or vocational contexts.
Enhance your ability to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style, highlighting
relevant salient issues, providing points of view with supporting arguments (where relevant) and
showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.
Develop the ability to express yourself fluently, spontaneously and appropriately in a range of speaking
contexts with little obvious searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies.
Develop the skills necessary for further study or employment, either in French-speaking countries or
where French is used as the main medium of communication for business and commerce.
Have an understanding of the nature of language in different cultural contexts in order to build up
competence in communication.

Assessment Overview

Why study French:
This qualification will equip you with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity,
critical and analytical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable them to
proceed to further study or to employment.
Not only will you be able to communicate in another language which happens to be one of the world’s most
widely-spoken languages, you will also become more employable as language qualifications showcase your
linguistic abilities and attest to your interest in global issues – and both of these things are highly valued by
employers.
Textbooks:
Edexcel AS French by Clive Bell & Anneli McLachlan
Useful Website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/french-2016.ht
ml
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Geography
Course Code: Cambridge International AS and A Level (9696)
When studying Geography you will:
●
●
●
●

Gain an understanding of the principal processes operating within physical geography
and human geography.
Gain an understanding of the causes and effects of change on natural and human
environments.
Develop an awareness of the usefulness of geographical analysis to understand and
solve contemporary human and environmental problems.
Acquire the ability to handle and evaluate different types and sources of information.

Assessment Overview

*For A-Level Assessment overview, please contact Mr McPherson
Why study Geography:
“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin
Dealing with vital issues such as climate change, migration, environmental degradation, social
issues and natural hazards, A level Geography is one of the most relevant subjects you could
choose to study. Students enjoy the scope of the material they cover in geography, the
insights it can provide into the world around us and the highly contemporary nature of the
issues it tackles.
Textbooks:
Cambridge AS and A Level geography, ISBN9780008124229
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-geography-9696/
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Global Perspectives
Course Code: Cambridge International Examinations (9239)
When studying Global Perspectives you will:
●
●
●
●

Be provided with opportunities to acquire disciplined and scholarly research skills.
Develop a critical, questioning approach to information using the language of
reasoning.
Engage with key global issues wherever they live and work.
Develop an awareness and understanding of, and respect for, the diversity of
perspectives on global issues offering an interdisciplinary approach to global issues.

Assessment Overview

Why study Global Perspectives:
It will encourage you to think about and explore issues of global significance, those that have
relevance and importance in their own lives.
Textbooks:
Global Perspectives and Research for Cambridge International AS and A Level, by Jo Lally.
ISBN: 978-0-19-837674
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History
Course Code: Cambridge International AS and A Level History (9489)
When studying History you will:
●
Gain a greater knowledge and understanding of historical periods or themes.
●
Develop a greater awareness of historical concepts such as cause and consequence,
change and continuity, similarity and difference, significance and interpretations.
●
Gain an appreciation of the nature and diversity of historical sources available, and the
methods used by historians.
●
Explore a variety of approaches to different aspects of history.
Assessment Overview

Topics:
Paper 1 and Paper 2: International History, 1875-1939
Paper 3: The Origins of the Cold War, 1941-1951
Paper 4: The Soviet Union under Lenin and Stalin, 1918-1941
Why study History:
Students will be able to develop transferable skills, which are respected by universities and
employers alike. History students enter a variety of professions, including law, business,
finance, journalism, politics, academia and teaching.
Textbooks:
Cambridge International AS Level International History 1871 – 1945 978-1510448674
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-history-9489/
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Information Technology (IT)
Course Code: CIE AS & A Level Information Technology (9626)
Entry Requirements:
Please note, you must have taken ICT at IGCSE level to be able to continue to advanced
level, in Year 12. Students are not permitted to take both Computer Science and IT.
When studying ICT you will:
● Develop a broad range of IT skills.
● Develop an understanding of the parts, use and applications of IT systems within a
range of organisations, including the use of basic computer networks.
● Develop an understanding of how IT systems affect society in general.
● Develop an understanding of the main system life cycle and apply this understanding
to workplace situations.
Assessment Overview

Why study ICT:
In a world where Information Technology (IT) is constantly changing, individuals increasingly
need technological and information literacy skills that include the ability to gather, process
and manipulate data. The impact of IT on society is enormous and as the percentage of
businesses and households connected to communication networks such as the internet grows,
so does the need for individuals who understand these new technologies. This syllabus
encourages learners to become effective and discerning users of IT. It helps them to develop a
broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding.
Textbooks: Cambridge International AS and A Level IT Coursebook - Revised Edition (2019),
ISBN9781197577244
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-internati
onal-as-and-a-level-information-technology-9626/
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Mathematics
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel (9MA0)
When studying Mathematics you will:

● Understand mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that promotes
confidence, fosters enjoyment and provides a strong foundation for progress to further
study.
● Extend your range of mathematical skills and techniques.
● Understand coherence and progression in mathematics and how different areas of
mathematics are connected.
● Apply mathematics in other fields of study and be aware of the relevance of
mathematics to the world of work and to situations in society in general.
Assessment Overview
Students will study P1, P2 and then choose one of the application units to study; either
statistics (S1) or mechanics (M1) as their option for the third unit.
Each unit: is externally assessed, has a written examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes and is
worth 75 marks.
Please be advised that all students are expected to sit the P1 external examination in
January and only in extenuating circumstances can this be reviewed.
Unit

*Unit Code:

IAS Weighting

P1: Pure
Mathematics 1

WMA11/01

1/3

P2: Pure
Mathematics 2

WMA12/01

1/3

Applications Units *Unit Code:

IAS Weighting

M1: Mechanics 1

WME01/01

1/3

S1: Statistics 1

WST01/01

1/3

Why study Mathematics:
This course will give students the necessary skills to support progression to higher education or further study in
Further Pure Mathematics, as well as to a wide range of other subjects. Students will be encouraged to take
responsibility for their own learning and mathematical development.
Textbooks:
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics P1, ISBN 978-1-292-24479-2
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics P2, ISBN 978-129-224479-2
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics M1, ISBN 987-0-435519-16-2
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics S1, ISBN 978-0-435519-12-4
Useful Website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html
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Further Pure Mathematics
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel XFM01
International Advanced Subsidiary in Further Mathematics
When studying Further Mathematics you will:
● Develop an awareness of the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study, to the
world of work and to society in general.
● Read and comprehend mathematical arguments and articles concerning applications
of mathematics.
● Extend your range of mathematical skills and techniques and use them in more
difficult, unstructured problems.
Assessment Overview
Students will study the compulsory Further Pure Mathematics 1 (FP1) and Decision 1 (D1) and
then choose an additional unit.

International Advanced Subsidiary in Further
Mathematics
Unit

FP1

D1: Decision 1

Application Units M1: Mechanics 1
*Unit Code:
IAS Weighting

M2: Mechanics 2 S1: Statistics 1 S2: Statistics 2

WME01/01

WME02/01

WST01/01

WST02/01

1/3

1/3

1/3

1/3

*It is important to note that pupils can only use a module once to gain a qualification. If it has been
cashed-in for IAS it can’t be used for Further AS.

Why study Further Mathematics:
Students will be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning and mathematical
development. They will use their knowledge and skills to apply mathematics to real-life situations,
solve unstructured problems and use mathematics as an effective means of communication..
*Before commencing Further AS Maths, students are required to have achieved a Grade 7/B or better
at IGCSE Further Mathematics in Year 11. This option is only open to accelerated pupils.
Textbooks:
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics P1, ISBN 978-0-435-51923-0
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics M1, ISBN 978-0-435519-16-2
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics S1, ISBN 978-0-435519-12-4
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics M2, ISBN 978-1-29224467-9
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics S2, ISBN 978-1-29224517-1
●
Edexcel AS/A Level Modular Mathematics D1, ISBN 978-1-84690-893-4
●

Useful Website:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/advanced-extension-award-mat
hematics-2018.html
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Psychology
Course Code: Cambridge international Examinations (9990)
When studying Psychology you will:
●
●
●
●

Provide an introduction to psychological concepts, theories and research findings.
Create an understanding of the range and limitations of psychological theory and
practice.
Encourage candidates to explore and understand the relationship between
psychological findings and everyday life.
Develop skills of analysis, interpretation, application and evaluation.

Assessment Overview
** For Cambridge International AS and A Level Psychology, candidates: students take Papers 1 and 2
only (for the Cambridge International AS Level qualification) and Papers 3 and 4 for the A2 component.
Example of assessment components for paper 1 and 2:

At A2, students select two out of four possible modules to study. Abnormal Psychology, is a popular choice
amongst students. Consumer psychology, health psychology and organizational psychology are other modules to
choose from.
Why study Psychology:
This syllabus aims to encourage an interest in and appreciation of psychology through an exploration of the ways
in which psychology is conducted. This exploration includes:
●
A review of a number of important research studies.
●
An opportunity to look at the ways in which psychology has been applied.
The syllabus uses a wide variety of assessment techniques that will allow learners to show what they know,
understand and are able to do. The emphasis is on the development of psychological skills as well as the learning
of psychological knowledge.
Textbooks:
Cambridge International AS and A Level Psychology: ISBN13 9781510418394
Useful Website:
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-as-and-a-level-psychology9990/
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Physics
Course Code: Pearson Edexcel (XPH11)
When studying Physics you will:
● Develop a deeper understanding of the science applications for most modern
technology, and the tools and instruments used in scientific, engineering and medical
research.
● Develop problem solving and analytical skills.
● Develop experimental skills, and a knowledge and understanding of experimental
techniques, by carrying out a range of practical investigations while they study.
Topics in IAS cover: rectilinear motion, forces, energy, power density, flow of liquids, Hooke’s
law, the Young modulus and elastic strain, properties of different types of waves and electrical
quantities.
Assessment Overview
Please be advised that all students are expected to sit the Unit 1 external examination in
January and only in extenuating circumstances can this be reviewed.

Why study Physics:
Physics reveals the natural and mathematical beauty of the universe at scales ranging from subatomic to
cosmological. Studying physics strengthens quantitative reasoning and problem-solving skills that are valuable in
areas beyond physics. It also enables successful progression to further education courses in physical sciences and
engineering.
Textbooks:
Pearson International AS/A Level Physics, Student Book 1, ISBN 9781292244877
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